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T  I thought I’d just start off by asking how you feel about college now that it comes 
time to leave. 
S  College generally? 
T  uh huh 
S  well you’ve probably seen the article 
T   I have, it’s very good, it’s excellent actually, it’s very well written. 
S  I actually don’t really want to go, eh, but it’s time to go. Eh I think there’s nothing 
more annoying than when you are, when you’re part of something other people 
have previously been part of but they in a sense refuse to go, and you just look at 
them and you think ‘you’re really sad, just go away and let me enjoy the space’, 
and I’m conscious of that, and, I think to cling on so desperately to here is to 
assume that … there’s going to be nothing good away. You know, I’ve got a job, I 
will at some point have a flat when I pull my finger out, and, I think to say that, I 
mean, I think to say that it will never be Smith, that may or may not be the case, 
but to say that it’s just a bit pessimistic. It’s you know what people say when you’re 
young it’s the best years of your life. Maybe so, when you’re (child?) the best years 
of your life it denies any, you’re not very optimistic or hopeful about the future and 
you don’t look forward to the future. So I don’t want to go but it’s time to go, eh, 
there’s only so long you can hang around, especially when, you know, the 
highlights of your day are glasses of wine and Sudoku and crosswords, that’s it. But 
I really, really have enjoyed it. I stayed the second time, for the second year 
because it just works, it’s a nice place to be.  
T  what are the things that make it a nice place to be? 
S  seriously the people. I’ve met some really, really just kind people, (??), well I would 
be, I guess, then … I don’t know, it’s really, really hard to say, but like I said in the 
article that they’ve been generally open, kind, generous people, who you know 
when I rock up, incredibly unfit and vehemently, vehemently against sport in any of 
its ugly, ugly manifestations and then through the encouragement I guess and 
patience of others, suddenly twice a week I’m rowing, I’m running half marathons. I 
mean it scares my parents, it scares me. I really don’t know how, and like I said in 
256 
 
the article, I genuinely do not know how it has happened.  But, and I think it 
probably would only happen in Smith. 
T  because?  
S  yes, we’re competitive, but we’re competitive in a very uncompetitive way, I think 
as a college we don’t take ourselves too seriously. … And you know I think you look 
at say some of the, for example, take the Boat Club, yes, we have trained hard, but 
also we’re not going to say someone can’t row because they’re not at absolute 
peak athletic standard, because I think taking part is what, is actually more 
important than winning. And again, I think with the Boat Club I think that’s 
probably a good example. 
T  isn’t that a very British thing to say, it’s not the winning it’s the taking part? 
S  maybe it’s a very British thing, but I think it’s true of the college, that everyone 
here is incredibly committed to getting people involved.  I mean I don’t know how 
many colleges do Cultural Days.  
T  some of them do 
S  you know, and you’ve got, sorry, I’ll speak up. You get things like, I, it’s, I’m finding 
it really hard to articulate, like, eh, … I think people genuinely want to share, you 
know share what they’ve got, what they have, what they know and who they are, 
and, you know, even if that is dancing at the Intercultural Association or … anything 
else, I think that’s probably what characterises the college quite (??). I’m not 
making any sense, am I? You’ve got a look on your face (??) 
T  no the look on my face is what’s the next question! 
S  okay, right.  
T  that’s a good question, what is the next question? Um, because you talked last 
year, a fair bit about the people on your floor, because you’re in Dalby, aren’t you? 
S  yeah, I’m in Dalby 
T  many of those will have moved on 
S  this year, yeah, they have. This year’s been, well, with the wonderful 
administration of the college I got moved down to first floor, because they said 
they were making the second floor an all girls floor, but then they moved Dan 
Moore into it. Confuses the hell out of me, but  
T  that was a mistake 
S  there we go, so I moved for nothing, so be it. Then, yeah, wound up on a floor with, 
well, in a kitchen block with a Chinese girl, a Chinese guy, a Greek guy, and the 
257 
 
other room was generally emptyish, it was a Taiwanese girl was in, but she moved 
out because she just didn’t like it, or didn’t like us, it was very, very strange, and 
then an American came in briefly before moving off to another place. That was 
much, much quieter, there’s been a lot less sense of block cohesion, and actually I 
think there’ve been a lot less white British, well there have been a lot less white 
British people in the block, I’m not sure how that plays out. Last year there were 
quite a large contingent I guess of, of British men who, right, let’s go to the bar, 
let’s go and do some drinking. That’s been less the case and so there’s less shared 
idea of what to do together as a block, and so I think everyone just does their own 
thing.  I … kind of graduated, what’s the word I want? I kind of moved towards the 
people who were here last year so again I’ve remained very friendly with Graham, 
I’m friendly with Dieter and Joseph and Frank and so on, and so … for instance I’ve 
been here, and in a sense there hasn’t been the impetus for me to go and make 
friends in my block because I already had friends.  You know, you don’t have to do 
that propping your door open and being nice to everyone, that can be miserable, 
and can end up being miserable. Eh, say I guess, can’t remember what the question 
was 
T  who was on the floor in your block 
S  Um, yeah, it’s been diff, in a sense we really don’t seem to have that much in 
common, and the Chinese girl, we really only spoke properly for the first time 
about a week ago, we actually only had a conversation, I mean we actually had a 
conversation, I’m thinking ‘christ’, because normally it’s very …, conversation tends 
to be functional like to achieve something, like ‘excuse me’ or something, this was 
the first time, you know like she just got chatting, and she was saying quite a bit 
why she actually didn’t like go to Bayne House and so on, and she said it, she 
almost felt it wasn’t kind of hers, and it does seem to belong to certain people in 
that sense, and you know I guess that differentiates this year’s block obviously 
from last year. 
T  why did she think it wasn’t hers? 
S  it was actually her language skills, she’s very, very unconfident in her English, 
although her English is much better than my Mandarin or my Cantonese, no she 
felt … she felt the lack of English skills prevented her from taking part 
T  in anything? 
S  yeah 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T  even in the space? 
S  almost, yeah, because I think to use the space is to, I’m not sure, but yeah she felt 
she really couldn’t go there, and it was easier for her and a couple of her friends to 
go down to a pub in town, but which strikes me as odd, but she really didn’t want 
to use Bayne House.  For one of the Greek guys I lived with he associated it with 
very much with drinking culture, he wasn’t a drinker, therefore  
T  he didn’t go at all? 
S  he went occasionally, but would often say come in, get a Coke, and then go away, 
he would never, you know, occupy the space, or use the space in a lasting sense. I 
guess that’s kind of sad there’s almost an element that, you had to speak English, 
you had to drink to use Bayne House, and we all know that’s not the case but the 
fact is people obviously think it is the case and so … I don’t know 
T  why do you think they think that’s what they have to do? 
S  probably because they live with me! I’m off to the pub, I’ll be back at one! Eh, yeah, 
it could have something to do with the fact they’re living with me, and for me going 
out, down to the bar with people and drinking beer is time excellently well spent, 
very good fun, um, … so you maybe in that sense I don’t set the best example, but, 
I think there’s prob, there’s also I think … I think for some of them there’s a 
conception of what happens in Britain, that we all go and we get absolutely 
smashed, ooh, quite possibly true, eh, I think for others there’s, I think there’s 
cultural things about pu – I think we did touch on this, for some of them there’s 
ideas of public and private socialising, and for many of them, especially I see with a 
lot of students say from China, Taiwan or Japan, and I think for some of them 
socialising’s almost done in private, and whereas I would very, very quite happily 
go to the bar and drink beer, they will quite often share a meal in the kitchen. 
T  Karaoke’s incredibly popular in China and Japan 
S  yes, but we don’t do Karaoke, do we? 
T  in pubs, in bars 
S  yeah, but we don’t do karaoke 
T  why don’t we? 
S  I don’t know 
T  do you think we should? 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S  it might work. I actually think it would work, and I think some of the bar staff would 
be more receptive to it than others, some of them would moan on, but some of 
them would be well up for it 
T  why? 
S  and I think especially if it was seen as a way to get more people involved that 
would be good, but I think I’ve seen some of them, this notion of private 
socialising, of share a meal in the kitchen, and for me eating is not a social thing it’s 
a functional thing that has to be done occasionally and I’ll go in, cook something 
horrendous, then retreat to my room, you know, it’s something to be done rather 
than something I thoroughly enjoy. Eh, … so I think there’s different ideas of what 
socialising is. Some of them I think there’s maybe elements of what they’re at 
university for, some of them see themselves ‘I’m here to study’, I’m more of the 
opinion I’m here to study but maybe have a bit of fun while I’m here, we all know 
that’s a bit too much fun, I don’t know. Eh, maybe not guilt, but maybe is going to 
the bar what I should be doing? You know? 
T  do you think there’s any element of time and pressure? 
S  I think some of the courses are incredibly pressured, and … if, if perhaps you’re 
from overseas there’s much, much greater financial commitment you’ve had to 
make to do the course and so, ultimately, yeah. 
T  if you just do the degree in a year 
S  if I had however many tens of thousands of pounds resting on me I would probably 
have taken my studies a little bit more seriously, but I was funded, knew I was 
going to pass, I was never not going to pass really, so I wasn’t too worried either 
way, but I think for some people there’s either financial pressure or they actually 
do need to put in a lot of work to make sure they actually can pass the course, but 
I’m not sure again how that ties in with cultural  
T  it might not, but I think that might be part of the point, that people assume certain 
things are cultural and actually they’re financial.  Um, the girl that you were saying 
you were talking to her um, and she was saying, she was saying that she felt that 
her language skills weren’t all that good, what did you think of her language skills? 
S  I’m wary because I speak in an incredibly unclear and muffled way, eh.  And so 
when someone, so when I say something and, I mean 99% of the time they 
immediate reply will be pardon, or pardon me, or excuse me, and so she, I might 
ask something and she would say ‘pardon’, and  I’ll repeat then she will become 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flustered, frustrated and annoyed because she attributes that to her English skills, 
whereas I readily attribute to the fact that, you know, I’m speaking with my hand 
over my mouth or something. And I think there’s probably a bit of both in there, 
but when you speak so, it’s almost guilt, and shame 
T  what she feels? 
S  yeah, and I’m ‘no, trust me, your English is really, you’re more articulate than half 
the people I know’, … and if it is shame, is it embarrassment that stops her coming 
to the bar, because she doesn’t want to be in, you know, … that’s, and I think that 
is sad, I really do, it’s very sad, because her English is reasonable I guess, and if she 
wants to improve it, the best thing she can do to improve it would be to immerse 
herself in casual English, you know, um, speaking English on a casual basis, but you 
know for her it’s 
T  what do you think about the coffee shop, people go there 
S  well again, that’s the same. By and large we’ve, we all seem to have, you know, roll 
up there about half elevenish, sit there till about 4, that’s fine for me, but they 
should be working, but we don’t. So again you’ve got, and you don’t see lots of 
other people coming in and using it. You see, I mean you see more, you see more 
Chinese and Japanese students than you would in the bar. I’m careful I’m making 
generalisation because there are pretty big exceptions to the rule when you look at 
you know Jie, Saraworn and Hillary and so on, but again by and large, it’s, it’s, it’s a 
white British (??). When you look at the bar, when you look at the bar staff … and, 
you know, well, there was Gary before, in my first year, but apart from that all your 
staff are European, or American, eh, the, eh, Taiwanese girl from my floor, eh, who 
moved out, she worked behind the bar but that didn’t last because I understand it, 
she just couldn’t get up to speed as it were. And so, I think it almost comes across 
as, it might almost come across as elitist, like saying that this is our bar, send that 
kind of message that maybe you’re not welcome, and if people don’t perceive 
themselves as having any stake in it, they ain’t gonna show. 
T  so who’s responsibility do you think it is to do anything about it?  Or, does anyone 
have responsibility to do anything about it, is that just the way it is? 
S  I think yeah it is the way it is, but that doesn’t mean we shouldn’t attempt to 
change it. That’s a bit of a loaded question, though, eh, in the sense it’s all of our 
responsibilities, every single GSA President we have ever had, we have and we will 
ever have will always say ‘ I want to make the GSA more inclusive. Every Principal, 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every Vice‐Principal, Senior Tutor, will always say they want to make the college as 
accessible as we can. Great, but … some level it still isn’t working, and some people 
feel incredibly excluded 
T  who are the people who feel excluded? 
S  this is moving a bit away from culture. It’s a bit 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Fiona, 24‐year old Masters student in English Literary Studies from Lahore, Pakistan.   
Second interview, 27th August 2009 
 
T  What I’ve done since we last met is I’ve transcribed probably 24 interviews, all in 
all, I’ve looked through them, I’ve picked out some things from different people’s 
interviews. Some of them agree with each other and some of them disagree with 
each other 
F  okay 
T  um, and some are similar points but made differently, um, I’ve got quite a few (?) 
things here, that I’ve pulled out, um, and I’d like if you’ve got any comments, 
anything you want to add, anything you want to agree with, anything you want to 
disagree with, anything else you think should be said about that topic. You don’t 
need to comment on everything, it’s just the ones that you think are most 
pertinent. I’ll let you have a look at it. 
F  yeah, I think I would probably agree with like with the making friends section, 
mostly with everything. Um, except, similar interests can be from the same 
country, if you’re from the same country you end up having similar interests more 
than if you were not from the same country 
T  why would that be? 
F  um, because obviously for example Pakistan and India are neighbours, so we have 
similar cultural interests that we can’t really compare with people from the west, 
so our wedding process is similar, so we can discuss that, someone from the west 
would not have any idea of 
T  couldn’t you discuss the things that are different, in that case? 
F  we could discuss things that are different, but there is, there is like a kinship with 
the fact that they know what you’re talking about, if someone doesn’t get what 
you’re saying it’s really exciting to make them understand, but they will only 
understand from another point of view, they’re never going to be on the same 
page, which is not bad obviously, you get to know people from different cultures, 
but there’s still a bit of a distance that’s been put because of that. So I think being 
from the same country or from neighbouring areas definitely helps. Um, even know 
we’re neighbours with China though I suppose I would say the similar culture as 
well, like India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, um, I think these countries have a lot in 
common, as I said it’s very easy to get along with them, and, um 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T  some people have said that if they have friends from the same country their 
friendship may be based more on the fact that they’re from the same country, 
speak the same language, and 
F  yeah, um it is, this is what I was actually wondering, my friends from Pakistan, it’s 
going to be very different because here we’re all in a different context, also we’re 
all in the same boat, because we all left Pakistan and came here, when we go back 
it’s going to be, like we’re going to be friends but it’s not going to be the same, like 
if I call them up we don’t have the same thing, we all coming here to Bayne every 
night, so we have the same context, you know, at home we’ll have different lives, 
we’ll probably have different views at home as well, so it’s not going to be the 
same thing 
T  that’s your friends here when you’re back in  
F  exactly, my friends here that I made friends, I would not have made friends these 
guys back in Pakistan, I’m pretty sure of that, we’re very different in our 
backgrounds and upbringing, but here because you’re from the same country we 
just gelled together and it just became like a little family, but back home I think this 
one year probably cemented it more, otherwise it would not have been that. 
  Anything else, um, yeah, personality definitely very important, because the only 
reason we get along with in think Greeks is that we have similar, uh, personalities 
with the Greeks, culturally I suppose, I don’t know, but we’re loud, they’re loud, we 
all have like weird sense of humour, I mean I think that’s one reason why we’re 
getting along with them a lot, even though language is a barrier but we try to learn 
each others’ language, we pick it up quickly, um, and I think that’s important that 
our personalities are like that, we’re open to learning about other cultures and 
having them learn about ours, and we’re all very sort of outgoing and you know 
we’re into all the social activities and I think that is an important part in getting to 
know people from other countries 
T  Do you think your friendships are as deep here as they are (??) 
F  I wouldn’t say that, um, I would say that I have been able to get that with people 
from India and Pakistan, because again I’d say it’s because we’re from the same 
place, we don’t have the same issues about personal space, we don’t have a lot of 
personal space, basically, we’re together all the time, and there’s no problem with 
that, but I think people from other countries are not like that really, they need 
space after a while, so I don’t think we can get as deep as we would with people 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from similar areas, so deep on another level, as far as you can go with someone 
from the west, but deep from what I’m used to, no I don’t think so 
T  but in terms of your friends from say Pakistan or India, are those friendships as 
deep? 
F  I would say they’re not as deep, but they’re much deeper than I thought I would be 
able to get in this one year over here, yeah. 
  Yeah, if you want to have a conversation with someone from another country you 
need to know something about that country in order to, or ask questions about 
that country, otherwise there’s not a lot of topics of conversation between people 
from different countries. It’s easy to talk to people from America or England 
because we’re exposed to their cultures so much that it’s basically whatever they 
know we know, so you don’t have to know a lot about, um, countries, but I think 
with, um, Greece and all these other countries we had to ask questions for how 
things are and get to know that, and that was one of the ways we got to be friends 
with them. 
T  did you find that was a useful strategy? 
F  yeah I think it was, well for lack of any other strategy, I mean I don’t think there 
was any other way to communicate, because like part of the reason why the 
groups that you see here are the groups mostly from the same country, have the 
same language, Cypriots and the Greeks are together, um, Pakistanis and Indians 
are together, it’s just because of language that people are sticking together, so in 
order to get past that the other way you can connect is ask about their culture or 
about the country, and that’s one way that I think you break the ice 
T  how do you go beyond that? 
F  the language barrier? 
T  no, how do you go beyond – you asked about a person’s country, how do you 
move beyond that?   
F  well, you find some similarities and you find some differences, or you express 
interest in something that you didn’t know about, and you want to know more. For 
example, I did not know about Greek music. I came here to the Greek party, I 
listened to one or two songs, there was one of my friends who I didn’t know very 
well, he’s Greek, and I was like ‘I heard the music, it was fantastic and I want to 
know more’, and then he was like ‘I’m not into this, I’m into rock’, and basically, 
265 
 
that’s one way you get beyond that, it’s the similarities and the differences I think, 
um 
T  are similarities more important than differences? 
F  um, I’d say they are in some way, differences are better for growth, and for 
expanding something, similarities are better for stability and for already cementing 
a relationship I suppose, so I think both are integral, you couldn’t do it without 
either, yeah 
  Yes, I would definitely agree that Chinese students are very quiet and like to keep 
together and are not interesting in making  ‐ I don’t think they’re not interested, I 
think they’re just really insecure about getting beyond their own circle. I would say 
that’s true for every country technically, because we all find security in our own 
similarities in our own country or culture, but I think they’re a lot more scared to go 
out of it because of the fact that they’re not very good with English also, that 
would be one big reason 
T  one of the things that’s said in the comments above that you need to make an 
effort to get to know people, particularly if you’re Chinese, one of the things that 
people I’ve talked to have said ‘actually, people came to me and talked to me’, no 
Chinese person has said that, they’ve all said ‘I had to go to other people, I had to 
make the effort’ 
F  really? 
T  yes. Does that surprise you? 
F  that does surprise me because my flatmates basically they don’t like to talk much, 
and I’ve had to make any effort to talk to them. One reason I assumed they don’t 
want to talk is because they’re not very good with communicating, and that’s why 
we tried to talk to them in English, thought maybe they’ll improve their English or 
maybe that’s why they’re shy, but sometimes I feel it’s just, maybe it’s a cultural 
thing, it’s just maybe they’re just shy, I don’t know, that’s what I thought, maybe 
they just like to keep their distance from people from other cultures, I don’t know, 
but I don’t find them very approachable if I see them in groups, not approachable 
at all 
T  why do you think Chinese people might say ‘it’s harder for us’? 
F  um, I don’t know, maybe it’s some cultural difference, I really can’t see why, I just 
think they’re not very open to, to letting people in, that’s why 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T  do you think there might be an element that people assume that because they’re 
Chinese they’re not going to be very friendly and they’re not going to have very 
good English? And there’s so many of them, that they don’t make an effort 
F  right. Coming from Pakistan I only had very good opinions about people from 
China, when I came here they became a little negative I’d say in the sense that 
they’re not communicating, and we have very good relationship with them so, I’ve 
never really interacted with people from China before, this is the first time, and 
um, yeah I guess I would have an assumption that they don’t know how to 
communicate really good in English, but my flatmates know better English than I 
would have assumed them to know, and still on that level they don’t really 
communicate. So I don’t know if it’s only about language either, there’s one girl 
who knows English really well, but she prefers not to talk much, she just comes and 
cooks her food and goes 
T  for her it could be personality 
F  it could be, but then everyone I know says that, so it can’t just be my personality  
T  (that) 
F  for her personality? But then everyone complains that about all of their flatmates, 
so. I have heard that people from East Asia, from other countries, not China, 
Thailand or uh, Japan, are still a little more different than people from China, 
they’re a lot more meek, I’d say. 
T  (?) Have you wondered if maybe, you said that you’re very lively, outgoing, have 
you wondered if maybe that is impacting on students from China who are a little 
bit quieter? 
F  it could be (surprise). Maybe they get intimidated by, maybe, because they’re not 
so quick to opening up, maybe that intimidates them, but then like, everyone’s like 
that here, everyone from every country I’ve seen except China is like that. No 
people from China are very lively but amongst themselves. For example the other 
day we were standing where the fusbal table is, they’re playing Wii and they’re 
screaming and all of that, but it just feels like they’re the only people there and the 
other people could might as well not be there. That I think isolates them as well as 
other people  
  Yes!, the food has strong smell, they invite people for dinner, maybe from the 
same nationality but they don’t invite people of other. Not even other nationalities, 
like again my flatmates will have dinner, never once have they asked me to join 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them. Once there were all the flatmates, all 4 of them, sitting together having 
dinner, invited friends, I was standing in the kitchen, no one was talking to me, I 
felt invisible. If they invite people from outside that’s their friends, fair enough, but 
they invited all the other flatmates and not, and I was standing there like I’m not 
there, so I just thought that was a little rude because whenever I cook I offer, I 
know it’s too spicy, they’ll never eat it, but once or twice I have offered for them to 
join. 
T  do you know the interesting thing about that is that the reason it doesn’t say the 
nationality is because a number of students have said this about Chinese students, 
Chinese students say this about Indian and Pakistani students 
F  really? Wow. 
T  does that surprise you? 
F  I mean, I guess it would look like that. The only reason we don’t approach others is 
first of all we feel that they somehow don’t want us to communicate with them, 
we feel they get like intimated, because actually I was telling someone, that one of 
my flatmates was standing who does not talk much to me, she was standing next 
to my cabinet, and I just came forward to take something, she jumped a foot away, 
and sometimes we just feel that maybe they don’t want us to talk to them, so we 
don’t, otherwise we’re inviting everyone, like otherwise, people from downstairs, 
from Trinidad, from England, we’re always inviting them for Pakistani food, we 
know most people can’t take it because it’s really spicy, exactly, so, otherwise 
we’re always offering, because we make food in huge quantities, we are actually 
begging people to finish it, so, I don’t know maybe there are people who don’t 
invite them but I wouldn’t invite because I would be like maybe they think we’re 
intruding, so. 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4.  Hillary interview 2, interview data in tabular format 
 
H2 
p16 
and the stereotype about British would be drinking, wine and 
everything, (laughs) going out, party, so when I talk to first time talk 
to British people, depends on is men or women, if it’s women I 
would, how to say, it’s weird I never approach any British girl before 
(both laugh). Can I tell you something? I find they are very difficult to 
approach because they, they just make themselves look really 
distant, I don’t know why, seriously, 
Stereotype – 
example 
British 
Language 
and 
culture 
H2 
p16 
I mean I find American girls are easier to approach because once if 
you talk to the (makes high pitched noise), you see what I mean?, 
they will be like, that fits my stereotype, oh, Americans are so easy 
approachable, and so open, and I’ll say ‘oh America I love, for 
example KFC, I like you know McDonalds, McDonalds is very popular 
in China’, 
Stereotype 
example 
Americans 
Language 
and 
culture 
H2 
p16 
so all of this we can say stereotyping people, or their culture, or their 
products, all of this stuff can be grouped into stereotype, I think at 
least for me. So all of those kind of knowledge within my stereotype, 
I can use to actually build up this first rapport, kind of relationship 
with them, how to start conversation, yeah. 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British girls are very difficult to approach, I know they’re warm 
inside, but (laughs), seriously, I find it’s a little bit hard. Yeah, British 
people, I think British people give me a kind of feeling that um, how 
to say, it’s very eas, it’s very difficult to become friends with them, 
once you become friends with them they stay with you forever. 
British girls 
difficult to 
get to know 
Language 
and 
culture 
H2 
p17 
You know I, actually I can’t remember who, um, but several of my 
friends, including Natalya, she said that you are not Chinese, oh, 
including Joseph. Joseph went back to China, eh, to Shanghai for like 
4, 3 months, for his research, and after he came back he said ‘Hillary, 
are you’, like before he went to China, he said ‘are you Chinese? Are 
you, like, can you represent Chinese?’ and I said ‘ I don’t know, you 
go back to China and find out’. And then after he came back he told 
Jenny, his girlfriend, Hilary is not Chinese, she is European. But then 
Natalya said ‘Hilary, you are not Chinese’, 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but I think, okay, they’re judging me based on their stereotype of 
Chinese. I am Chinese, there are so many Chinese like me, but they 
just don’t know yet. I mean they they don’t have Chinese friends. I 
mean like, I am outgoing, so I actually made a lot of effort to actually 
have these friends, because I actually make myself approachable to 
them, ‘hey, understand me, this is me’, see what I mean, but it 
doesn’t mean that all the other Chinese students they would have as 
much as time, or they would make as much effort to let them 
understand them, see what I mean. 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like sometimes people find me, like people will judge me based on 
their stereotype on Chinese, where are you from? China, but while 
we are talking, they will find easier to approach to me. Do you see 
what I mean? For example, Natalya she will, when she met me she 
knew I was Chinese, and then, but this is what she told me, but when 
we approached to each other she found oh, you are so different, you 
are so different, in a way is I’m so easy, I’m so approachable or easy 
to become friends with, and, eh, easy to understand, do you see 
what I mean? So, I may confuse people in a way that they don’t know 
how to approach to me, but I’m not aware of that at this stage. 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5. Initial set of topics, example Language & Culture 
 
‐ Media influence 
‐ Language issues 
‐ Reactions to other cultures 
‐ Identity 
‐ Integration 
‐ ‘Home’ 
‐ Cultural Day 
‐ Representing culture 
‐ Criticisms 
‐ Stereotypes 
‐ Individuals versus generalising 
‐ Attitudes to learning languages 
‐ Change 
‐ Fixed opinions 
‐ Attitudes to authority 
‐ Communication 
‐ Interest in other cultures 
‐ Studying abroad = willingness to change? 
‐ Close personal relationships – influence most 
 
 
